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EMS disband its ambulance sew- much Dublin owes his squad. 
ice, due to lack of money, vol- "That number we're still 

Continuedfiom Page A 1 unteers and enough calls to working on but I believe it to 
keep the service going. be substantial," he said. 

ing," said department Dublin Regional EMS Fleischer's squad often 
spokesman Richard McGar- became an independent enti- backs up Dublin on calls and 
vey. ty, responding to about 400 when both ambulances trans- 

Dublin EMS has left its calls a year and offering basic port patients, Dublin is sup- 
board intact to handle the life support services, said posed to handle the billing to 
administrative issues between McGarvey. For BLS services, the insurance company and 
now and Aug. 11, its official emergency medical techni- reimburse Point Pleasant. 
closing date. cians respond to calls. Most Unfortunately, said Fleischer, 

Even with two pennridge ambulance companies provide his squad was not getting 
area ambulance companies ALSY or advanced life SUP-, paid. 
not operational, officials say Port, in which medics handle Point Pleasant-Plum- 
they are not concerned about calls 24-7- steadville has tried to support 
residents receiving adequate In 2003, Dublin EMS their neighbors by providing 
service. The county has a sys- pulled $162571 from its fund staff, expertise, and vehicles. 
tem to  provide backups for all balance after its expenses out- ' Another problem, said 
squads sa no aiea is without paced revenues, according to Nyman, is how insurance 
an ambulance provider. Back- that year's 990 form - a companies pay out a claim. 
up service is provided by com- financial report the Internal The insurance money goes 
panies such as Point Pleasant- Revenue Service require of directly to the insurer, or the 
Plumsteadville EMS;Central tax-exempt ?onprofits. In patient, who is under no obli- 
Bucks Ambulance and Grand 2003, Dublin EMS had gation to pass on the money, 
View Hospital. $109,977 in revenue but he said. A legislative proposal 

Dublin's demise came just $126,548 in expense. has been made to change this 
before a state study was to be Last month, Dublin system, so the money goes 
released on the region's emer- was evicted-from its headqua- straight to the squad, he said. 
gency medical services. The ters on Route 313 after the In March, Perka& Corn- 
study, which will be released building was sold and the new ,unity Ambulance was 
at a closed meeting today to owner told them to leave. The forced to shut down after 
Pennridge area government squad had found a suitable years of financial problems, 
officials and emergency sew- home nearby at the Technolo- including an embezzlement, 
ice representatives, is g~ Enterprise Center at 123 N. and mismanagement, caught 
designed to assess the opera- Main Street in Dublin. up with them. 
tions and needs of the area The problems, area officials since then, the has 
and offer recommendations say, are ambulance companies taken steps to get up and run- 
for ways to provide? the- best are not run like businesses ning again, including reor- 
possible and most sustainable and are having trouble main- ganizing with a new board of 
coverage. taining a financial directors and a volunteer-only 

Some s d i s e  it will recom- "They are great at perform- force, and taking on name 
mend dissolving or merging ing medical service' but Pennridge Emergency Med- 
squad6 creating a manage- they're not managers Or ical Service, to reflect the larg- 
ment company to oversee the administrators," said Nyman, er community the squad 
squads but allow them to who was not surprised by The squad has also retain their autonomy, and Dublin's demise. "The filed an application to rein- 
asking the municipalities to impression they were giving state its license. 
contribute a fixed amount of out to people was they were The company owes the money each year to the perfectly viable. They didn't Internal Revenue Service squads, possibly through an want to be grouped with more than $100,000 ib back 
ambulance tax. Perkasie." taxes and penalties and is Dublin's struggle is nothing But Nyman said the compa- working with the IRs and new and can be traced back a ny has debt, owing more than 
decade or more, said East $10,Q00 in reimbursement Bucks' Congressman Patrick 

Rockhill Supervisor Dave money to at least one other Murphy's office, said Betty 
Nyman. The ambulance serv- squad. Graver, squad spokeswoman. 
ice was once part of the Point Hilary Bentman can be reached 
Dublin Fire Co. But in 2001, steadville EMS Chief Steve ,t(215) 5-80 or 
the fire company decided to Fleischer is still not sure how hbentman@phillyBurbo.com. 


